Zygogramma bicolorata, a Mexican beetle, is the most widely distributed biocontrol agent of the invasive weed Parthenium hysterophorus. The occurrence and distribution of this beetle in Nepal has been poorly documented.
Introduction
Zygogramma bicolorata Pallister (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae), hereafter referred to as beetle, is the most widely distributed biocontrol agent for the noxious invasive (Shrestha et al. 2010) .
Mature beetle as well as its grubs voraciously feed on the leaves of Parthenium and significantly reduce growth, vigor, and seed production (Dhileepan et al. 2000) . The beetle
has not yet been reported to feed and complete its life cycle on any other plant species and caused a significant damage in its introduced range. There had been report that the beetle feed on leaves of sunflower but the damage was insignificant and it occurred only when pollens of Parthenium accumulated on the surface of sunflower leaves (Ganga Vishalakshy et al. 2008) . In rare cases, the beetle also feeds on another invasive plant species Xanthium strumarium L. (Shrestha et al. 2010 , Gupta et al. 2004 . Therefore, it is less likely that the beetle would have any appreciable damage to natural ecosystem and economically important plant species of the region where Parthenium is expanding rapidly. In India, the natural dispersal of the beetle was felt inadequate, and it was released to new areas by mass rearing and release campaign (Mahadevappa 2009 ). Since the beetle has already entered into Nepal and has imparted appreciable damage to Parthenium at different parts of the country (Shrestha et al. 2010) , it is now desirable to document the distribution pattern of the beetle across the country and prepare strategies to make the biocontrol process 
Materials and Methods
We spotted the occurrence of this beetle and documented the 
Results and Discussion
In survey of 2009, we did not find the beetle in the Kathmandu valley although Parthenium has been residing in the valley for more than two decades; the weed has been supposed to invade in Kathmandu valley in late 1980s (Tiwari et al. 2005) . During in Kathmandu valley has been confirmed but its impact on Parthenium appeared to be insignificant (BB Shrestha, unpublished data). For effective control of this weed, the biocontrol agents need to be supplemented by other environmentally friendly approaches such as uprooting before flowering, competitive replacement by other plant species, and minimizing disturbance to native vegetation (Dhileepan 2009 ).
In conclusion, after nearly three decades of arrival of Parthenium in Kathmandu valley, its biocontrol agent Zygogramma bicolorata has also been arrived here accidentally. This biocontrol agent alone, however, cannot control and wipe out the weed due to its shorter period of defoliating activity, prolific seed production by Parthenium round the year, and environmental pollution. The beetle needs to be complemented by other environment friendly approaches to win this battle.
